Draft minutes to be confirmed at meeting of 6th February 2012


Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of Toft Parish Council at 7pm on Monday 16th January 2012 in The People’s Hall, Toft

Present:  Cllr Paul Hercus (Chairman),Cllr John Betson, Cllr Martin Yeadon, Cllr Jeanne McCarten, Cllr Elizabeth Dolman, Cllr Pat Gouldstone, and Cllr Rebecca Howling. 
One member of the public.

In attendance: Robert Stone (Clerk & RFO).
	No.
	Items

	12/11


	Welcome

Cllr Hercus welcomed everyone to the meeting.

	12/12
	Apologies, and reasons for absence

None.


	12/13
12/14
	Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda

None.
Public Participation on Agenda items

No issues were raised in the public session.


	12/15    
	Presentation on the proposed S106 agreement for the new community land adjacent to 46 High Street, Toft by Stephen Reid (Senior Planning Officer, South Cambridgeshire District Council)

Stephen Reid made an informal presentation drawing a map on a flip chart to:

· illustrate the draft S106 agreement by highlighting the boundaries of the proposed new community open space adjacent to 46 High Street, and how these related to access, and the adjacent public footpath;  
· demonstrate that the draft agreement placed maintenance obligations for the access track on the occupier of the orchard land rather than the land owner, and that the access track could only be used on a limited basis for contractors’  vehicles that were needed to do works on the new open space;

·   show that all the boundaries became the responsibility of the new owner of the public open space;

· advise that there was no obligation on Toft Parish Council to accept the land and that the issue could go back to SCDC’s Planning Committee but that in 99% of other cases the community land had gone to the parish council;

· explain the timing in that acceptance of the land could take up to 26 weeks from the signature of the agreement but that the formal offer by the Eckstein family had to be made no later than 13 weeks after signature. This allowed a 3 month period for judicial review. Transfer of the land would occur six weeks before occupation of the new house to permit the necessary paper transaction to be completed.   It could take several years to reach this stage as planning permission permitted development over a period of 5 years from the date it was granted.   

Much of the above may be subject to change if the new owner of the building plot decided to renegotiate planning permission with South Cambridgeshire DC.  This may affect the proposed provisions for the new community land.
.

	12/16
12/17
	Issues raised by Councillors & Clerk
Councillors raised a number of issues, including:

· concerns about maintenance of boundary fences, and in particular about the requirement within the agreement to provide the new fence between the housing plot and the open space land, particularly as the Eckstein’s had already moved the boundary in their favour;

· lack of available funding for the initial and ongoing costs for the setting up and future maintenance of the plot, including expenditure to clear invasive brambles and blackthorn, and adjacent ditch; and
· lack of provision for disabled access. 

The Clerk raised the Council’s lack of powers to maintain an access strip on privately owned property.  
Consideration of the agreement by Toft Parish Council

It was agreed that Stephen Reid would review the draft agreement against the above issues; and that the Clerk would seek realistic costs to bring the proposed community land to a good standard for access by the public.
Action:  Clerk to consult the CEO of Cambridge, Past, Present & Future    
The meeting ended at 8.30pm
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